was further told that whereas in Chandni Chowk it
was the custom for the Muslims not to sell kababs or
other flesh foods in that vicinity,, the Sikhs and also
probably other refugees freely sold these forbidden foods
in Chandni Chowk much to the annoyance of the Hindus
in that locality. The nuisance had become so great that
men found it difficult to pass through the crowds in
Chandni Chowk for fear of receiving unwelcome attention.
He wished to appeal to his refugee friends to desist from
the practices he had described for the sake of them-
selves and the country.
CARRYING OF KIRPANS
As to the kirpans, Gandhiji continued, whilst there
was for a short time a ban on the carrying of kirpans
beyond a certain size, during the ban he was approached
by many Sikh friends to use his influence for the removal
of tha- ban and the prescription of a particular size.
They quoted a judgement of the Privy Council which
was given some years ago ruling that the kirpan could
be carried by any Sikh without any limitation as to
size. He had not read the judgement. He (Gandhiji)
understood that the judges interpreted the word kirpan
to mean a csword' of any size. The then Punjab Govern-
ment met the Privy Council judgement by declaring
that it was open to anyone to possess a sword. And so,
in the Punjab any citizen could carry a sword of any
size he liked.
He (the speaker) said that he had no sympathy
either for the Sikhs or the Punjab Government. Some
Sikh friends had come to him producing texts from
the Granth Saheb in favour of the speaker's view that
the kirpan was never meant to be a weapon of offence
or to be used anyhow. Only a Sikh who carried out the
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